
Odds and Evens is a hand game that has been played for generations by 
children and adults around the world. 

How to play 
This game is played between two people. It is a simple game of chance.

• The players decide who will be odds and who will be evens. Note: Making decisions without 
speech. You can use a dice.  One of the pair “throws” to determine whether they will be odds or 
evens. The other person assumes the opposite role. We used a box to make a dice and labelled the 
surfaces ODDS and EVENS.

•  Each player holds one hand behind their back and secretly chooses whether to put an odd or 
evens number of fingers. 

• The players then count “One, two, three, shoot”. On the word “shoot” they reveal their hand with 
their odd or even fingers extended. Note: Counting without speech. Raise and lower the opposite 
arm in a rhythm. On the fourth lowering of the arm expose the opposite hand.

Scoring 

Add the fingers displayed to see who wins. For example, if both “shoot” one finger then the total is two, 
an even number, so evens wins. Continue to play. The winner is the best of three consecutive games.

Competition 

To create a lot of non-verbal interactions between the people attending your Silent Morning Tea hold a 
competition.

• Ask everyone to form pairs.
• Ask each pair to play 3 games.
• Ask “losers” to stand to one side of the room as observers. (Silent cheering and use of 

communication devices OK).
• Ask winners to select a new partner.
• Ask each pair to play 3 games.
• Repeat process until all contestants are eliminated and a winner remains.

Odds and Evens 
Silent version (laughing is OK)

One,
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two, three, shoot!


